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or THE 
CHURCH OF JESUS CHRIST OF LATTER-DAY SAINTS, FOR GREAT BRITAIN 
AND ADJACENT COUNTRIES. _,, 


Hild in the Carpenters’ Hall, Manchester, on Saturday an Sunday, 5th and 6th 


days of October, 1850. 


SATURDAY MORNING. 
‘PRESENT OF THE APOSTLES. 
‘Orson Pratt, John Taylor, and F. D. Richards. - 
| OF THE SEVENTIES. 


Eli B. Kelsey, Jas. W. Cummings, Joseph W. Clements, Cyrus H. Wheelock, 
Lewis Robbins, J. H. igan, Jacob Gates, Isaac O. Haight, Robert Campbell, 
Wm. Barton, &c., &c. 


HIGH PRIESTS. — 
Levi Richards, Geo. B. Wallace, Wm. Moss, John S. Higbee, Wm. Philips, 
Wm. Gibson, Crandell Dunn, John Davis, George D. Watt, James Pugh, &c., &. 
The Presidents of the conferences generally, a vast concourse of elders and other 
officers and members of the Church. 


At half = 10 o'clock, the meeting was opened by singing “The Spirit of God 
bu 


like a fire rning,” &. Prayer was offered by President Orson Pratt, after 
which he made the following remarks. om | 

Dear Brethren and 2 we have assembled this morning in general confe- 
rence. It is now upwards of two years since such a conference has been held in 
this country. As there is important business to be transacted, we hope that all 
present who are concerned, will seek the aid of the Spirit to assist them. The 
principal part of the business to be transacted may be done to day. If we had 
not important business to transact, it would be good to gather together, and to 
impart such counsel as would be necessary to strengthen the union of the Saints. 
This is necessary in such a church as this. The church of the Latter-day Saints 


in the British Isles, has become a great people, and is scattered from one end of 


the land to the other; and unless there is a united exertion on the part of the offi. 
cers of the charch, there cannot be maintained that union necessary to the * 
ment of the blessings of the kingdom of God, and the farther advancement of 

work in this country. There is strength in union, and greater str gth than many 
2 imagine, When the Saints are united, they can with the heavens, 
and draw down blessings upon their endeavours, and no man can hinder; how 
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much the union of three or four thousand elders has already accom ow It u 
necessary for all to have correct views in relation to the kingdom of God and the 
work entrusted to their charge; it is for this purpose, that there 7 fy a union of 
action and feeling, that we. have assembled ourselves together this day. The firs 
business we shall transact, will be in relation to the officers of the church, and after 
that, there will be some general instructions given. The presidents also will be 
appointed to their parti conferences, that those who intend to omar may do 
20, with the sanction and voice of the conference; that is the plan ordained by the 
church, and which was enjoined upon us by our iy ena and seer : in the revelations 
y common consent. Now, we 

want all to vote on the subjects that may come before them, either one way or the 
other, either for or against. You are not bound to vote either in the affirmative or 
the negative, but according to your own judgment, and if you all have the spirit of 
the Lord, it will teach you to vote unanimously, according to the truth. This is 
the order of heaven; if we were acquainted with the quorums above, we should 
find that there is a unanimous feeling upon all subjects pertaining to the affairs of 
the heavenly world. This will eventually be the case upon the earth, but in our 
present imperfect state, every man must act according to the best wisdom he can 
command. No man can be condemned for voting in the negative. When the 
voice of the church is required as to the sustaining of any of her officers, if they 
12 to vote in the negative in these cases, we shall not call them to an account. 
make this observation, because, in some of the conferences, the members have 
been constrained to vote in one particular way; and if they voted contrary, they 
were called to account, now this is to take away their. liberties. It is true, there 
are subjects on which people are required to vote in one way, in principles of doc. 


trine, or in matters that relate to our duty, wherein Pay that vote in the negative 


may be called to an account. I will now give way 
different uorums of the church. 

Elder John Taylor remarked: In relation to these things spoken of by brother 
Pratt, they are strictly correct; union is the principal thing that cements and binds 
men together. Where there is union there is power, it is the power of God, and 
the spirit and truths of God will roll forth by it. Union is based upon law and 
intelligence.. However, I will not enter further into that matter, but touch briefly 
on the subject named by Elder Pratt, namely, the manner of calling over the coun. 
oils of the church. It is necessary that men should not only be called of God, but 
de acknowledged as brother Pratt remarked, by the people. This is not as it is in 
the political world; they sometimes say that the voice of the people is the voice of 

Jod. This is not always so, for if a man receives an office from the Lord, he i. 
get apart by the Lord to perform the duties of that office, to communicate his will 
to the children of men. Now, whether these men receive that message or not, be 
is bound to communicate that thing to the people, although they were to call him an 
impostor, he then has done his duty, and stands acquitted before God. But in rela- 
tion to this matter, there are certain principles connected with it which we should be 
acquainted with. The voice of the people is the voice of God, if conducted upon 

per principles. The commandment comes from God and not from the people, 
Ke ballet erdeice, and sends them to do certain things, and their communication of 
them is the voice of God; it becomes the voice of God, because these men are 
under the influence of the spirit of God. The elders of this church, if they are 
men of God, have been put in possession of the gift of the Holy Ghost, and are 
capable of discerning the difference between light and darkness, if they are doing 
their duty before God, for “ my sheep hear my voice and will follow me, but a stranger 
they will not follow.” Then it is necessary that when the Lord sends forth his 
servants, he ordains them to certain offices, which should be se gs by the 
ple over whom they preside, and to communicate the word of God, when this is 
ne, the officers, according to their various grades, are held responsible for their 


or the brethren to bring up the 


own actions, The children of Israel thought proper to choose a king, and says the 


Lord, you can have one, if you want one, but it will not be good for you: he will 


do thus and so for you, but you can have a king if you please, such and such con- 


sequences will follow. Give us a king; take it, you can do just as you please, you 
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have u votes in . God, in these last days has organized bie . When 
Joseph Smith was living, be wae the anointed of the Lord, and received revelations 
Him for. the of the whole church. Were the e bound to 


hey would. have . y 
had not, but they became bound when they had acknowledged those words.‘ Here 
is Joseph Smith, the prophet, 


became bound to observe all the intelligence he should mr , then? why, 
che twelve, &c., are placed precisely in the same situation. We havea man appointed 
the Lord in the first place, and then by the different councils of government ia 
Zion, the councils of twelve, high priests, seventies, elders, priests, teachers, and 
deacons, and by all the different branches throughout the nations of the earth, 
wherever this gospel has gone. Here comes a communication, a revelation or o- 
mandment through him, for the elders to do 80 and s0,—-how do they feel? wh 
say they, this man is set apart, and he has set us apart to carry out such and su 
measures. We will go right at it: it is nota —— with us, whether we shall de 
it or not: we have voted for him, and are willing, altogether, to sustain him as a 
servant of God. Then comes on the twelve upon the same principle, the elders of 
conferences and branches, and according to the peculiar positions that they all 
occupy, they have got to be sustained in their own place; the church must be 
governed by their directions. But if an elder should do wrong, are we to vote fur 
him? no, lift up your hands to cut him off, if he repent not. That is the way I 
want you to do with me, with brothers Pratt and Richards, and with all of us, we 
do not want you to sustain iniquity under a false'cover; when men do right, then 
it is that we have to sustain them. How long? why, all the time, until they have 
been proven guilty of something wrong ; don’t let a man drop, because some one has 
whispered so and so, have proof, and then let him be dealt with according to the 
rules; I need not enter on them. This forms a bond of union. The Lord 
says to his servant, the het, I want such a thing accomplished; go and 
communicate it to the elders of my church. You twelve, say to somebody 
else, do so and 80, for the well being and salvation of man; the presidents of 
conferences &c:, are up and doing, and saying to others, do so and 30; 
thus there is formed a complete unbroken chain of union, knowledge, and 13 
and the spirit of God exists with them, and the blessings of attends that 
e, and hence it is that we are presented before you from time to time. 
y human nature is weak, the servants of God are liable to err, and when 
are assembled before the thousands of His people, what then? Ifthey should have 
done anything wrong, the spirit of God in the 8 will mark it, that the church 
may be kept pure; vote for the good and true, and those you vote for, sustain 
your prayers and influence, and not say, well, there is something good about 
. but his evils we will say nothing about; we do not want anything of 
sort, if there are any evils, let them be brought forth. I make these remarks, 
that when you vote to sustain a person, you do so with all your hearts, and move 
that this conference and sustain President Brigham Young as the first Presi- 
dent of the church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints in all the world. The 
motion was seconded and passed unanimously. | 

Elder Franklin D. Richards moved that Presidents Heber C. Kimball and 
Willard Richards be accepted and sustained by the conference as his counsellors, 
which was also seconded and passed by a unanimous vote. 

The following motions were made, seconded, and unanimously carried severally. 
That Orson Hyde be sustained as President of the Twelve Apostles. 

That Parley P. Pratt, Orson Pratt, Wilford Woodruff, John Taylor, George A. 
Smith, Amasa Lyman, Ezra T. Benson, Charles O. Rich, J.orenzo Snow, Erastus 
Snow, and Franklin D. Richards, be sustained as the members of the travelling 
Council of Twelve Apostles. | 

D. Richards moved, That the conference not only feel to sustain Elder Orson 


Pratt as the President of the church in the British Islands, but that we bestow 


upon him our most heartfelt thanks for the skilful and efficient manner in which he 
has conducted the affairs of the church in these-Islands. His labours and services 
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shment of Zion, through his agency, and no, — 
inte ‘evant will haye been added to the share by baptism in these lands, 
papects are now, before the eldera and Saintsin lands, What 
1 Pre bosom. as he recedes from this land, when he shall con. 
success with Which his labours have heen crowned, Ail who 

is labours, , mail anita in inyoking the choicest. blessings of Al 
his person, hie be oved family, all that appertains to 
with the goodness of God unto him. . I move an expression 


eg Ze ade i Goa and thanks to Elder Pratt for his labours of love to the people 


ln . Jahn Naher seconded the motion, ‘and put it. to. the conference, which was 
a unknimous vote. 

lde ratt. then said, I cannot but feel grateful to you, and the Great. God for 
‘i ropa pf Kindnass and love towards me. When I came into this country, 


d he came to the Corinthian, fear and trem. 

on mine 14 nes sibilities that were about to be placed upon me—respon- 
governments, but infinite y. greater, to look after 
after the welfare of the Saints, to look after the. spread. 


g 0 God in this country I felt my on weakness, and 
Bes od in. earnest. prayer to give me the wisdom of his Holy Spirit; to give 
me grace to 238i i ip in my adiministrations, and in all the duties of my Presidency in 


s land; shat set an example befor e le which I might look back 
2 jn ‘years fo,come with joy and ts ae realised that it was — 
% by, my on, understanding, or by. Wa eg wisdom, to stand in the reapo 
pee, to hich I had been appointed, and do justice to the work of this —— — 
1 eel. to trust in my own wisdom, and oe not from, that time to this ; 
Lis no wisdom that man can nat, ally. command that is, able to qualif ie to 


3 4 oven as.a deacon of the church; and if a man cannot.by:his own na 


act in the office of à deacon, how can he magnify a greater office without she spirit 
2 the Lord ? These feelings have ever been with me in times past, and are with 
is day, And I feel gratefifl to the Lord, if I bave been an instrument in 
in beneliting the people here, it. is of the spirit of the Lord and not of me. I 


| 5 5 been accustomed to writing much previous to engaging: in my editorial la- 


in this country; therefore, it being something nearly 11 to me, I felt my 
wn. inability, he felt that unless God gave me assistance, it, would be impossibe for 


me to write so.as.to bene fit the people. I am thankful to God for bis spirit, and 
pray that it may abide. with me, while abid de in your midst,, so. that I may, be able 


ia chom an example to the people I. sha be. anveptahla in the sight of God, and 
then return to my brethren in the land E. Zion, with a conscience. void of offence, 


epprobation of the and of those in America; Iwill at 


this time 15 a few words upon some of the business 6 to.my charge in this 
; — Langs. 8, pave no better occasion while I remain among you of 
properly resting the. Saints those things than at this present: General 

ton Conference f ‘to set forth before you pope a of the business which -I have en- 
abili ity, The first Presidency in 

101 the take charge of the, hare, the printing department, and the 
aints; these were the th age perticnler charges given to me. 80 

us the printing department is concerned, I have endeavoured to inspect: all arti- 
pares have been sent. for insertion in * Sran, that our paper might be the 
ine reflector of sound, doctrine and general information. W While Iwas from. this 
a visit.to Council Bluffs, the was. conducted in a very able man- 
Ider Kelsey, and all the pieces he permitted to go in have met with mi 
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spprobation;: “T have enddivored kg. K 
Sran; these were gives the’ first’ 


sands forth fbr the whole world, ‘atid for generations “td 
it should be @ of" Jam nbe award tar 
but what is strictly co do err is if; "therefore: 


pu be error it bas not been re > but Ras been an errbr of jad} 4 
am not aware, however, Of having’ pu ubli ved: anything’ but wh 
correct, but if any tout’ anything erroneem, I 
correct it in fature’ publications. 1 have published man 
try, and have disposed of them ut wholesale price, which bas Been ee dhe pen 
each; that is much cheaper than man) other publications” Of sane 
„and we t mand in this cou the Sr 
ency, for in this way the 0 ma more 

the land. Wich these observativtis 1 dicke my remarks. ~ 

Elder J. Taylor moved that this conferénce sustain Elder F, P. “Richards, 18 
successor to President Orson Pratt, in the presidency of the’ church, in the Brita 
Islands ; also George B. Wallace and Levi Richards as his courisellors.” 8 
and passed unanimously. 

An expression of fond remembrance wad ‘made ‘in behalf of ott béethiren . 
are are labouring in France, Italy, Denmark, Ireland, and all ‘other countries where’ 
preached, with earnest prayerfal solicitnde for their success in ‘winning: 

to 

(It was our intention to have presented. Elders Philips, Davies, and Pugh; the: 
presidency of the ten Welsh conferences before the General Can tererice for their 
vote of confidence, but we r * to say this item was overlooked : we would assure’ 
them of our undivided confidence and fellowship in the ministry of reconciliation, 
— do ror ‘that all the faithful bestow upon them this ‘love so far as they are 

vn. Ep. 

Resolved,— the following presidents of conferences, and tiivelling Elders, 
be released from their labours, and have perinission to émi with their families 
to America ; and the conférences over which they have so ably presided and laboured: 
in, are hereb 50 requested to assist these men of God to gather to the bosom of the 
church, which would be but a just recompense for their invaluable ener and 
labours of love among them. 

der W Presid of the Manchester. 


James D. Koss Staffordshird Pitt. 
James W. Cummings, Ditto" 


— in Herefordshire Ditto. | 
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Thus we find a quality or an attribute, personifying the Father, Son, ond Hol 
Spirit. Jesus says, “ lend my Father are one.”* Habe the bards J,“ and “ Fa 


indeed is one; whether in the person of the Father, or in the person ot the Son, h 
is the same one unchangeable attribute. Again Jesus says, I am in the Father 
and the Father in me.” This does not mean that the substance of Jesus is in the 
person of the Father, neither does it mean that the substance of the Father is in the 
1232 of Jesus; but it means that the wisdom, knowledge, truth, aud love of the 


Jove of the Father are in the person of the Son. These attributes being personified 
and represented by the words “J,” and “ Father.” 

. The Father, Son, and Holy Ghost have e to take up their abode with the 
disciples. Jesus says, if a man love me, he will keep my words: and iny Father 
5 will lode him, aad we will come unto him, and make our abode with him.” There 
iy are many gre which represent that these three, shall not only dwell with the 

saints, but shall be 1x chem. Now, we cannot suppose, for à moment, that the 
4 persons of the Godhead are to reside in each disciple! this would be impossible; 
- for a person cannot be in two places at once; and, therefore, if there are but three 
persons in the Godhead, and if they dwell in one man, they cannot, at the same 
time, dwell in others. But as the scriptures declare that the Father, Son, and 
Holy Ghost is ons God, and that he dwells in his saints, it must be an attribute or 

ity, which is thus personified and called God; and which thus dwells in the 
—— of each saint, not in fulness, but in degree; that is, if love dwells in us, God 
is in us, for “ God is Love: if light dwells in us, God is in us, for God is LIGHT :3 
if truth dwells in us, God ie in us, for God is truTH.” Love, truth, and such- like 
qualities can be in two places at the same time; yes, they can be in myriads of 
4 laces at the same. instant; therefore, God can be in myriads of places at once. 

r herever love, or truth dwelis, there God dwells; if love or truth dwells in every 
x one of the disciples of Jesus at the same moment, then God is in each at the same 
a moment; if love or truth is every where present, then God is every where present, 
a These remarks agree with a te Sr given through Joseph the Seer, who, speak- 
9 ing of God, says, “he governeth and executeth all things: he comprebenderh all 
things, and all things are before him, and all things are round about him; and be 
i above all things, and in all things, and is through all things, and is round about 
all things; and all things are by him, and of him, even God for ever and ever.“ ! 
aw Now, wherever love exists there must be substance; for love, although it is per- 

; sonified and called God, could have no existence abstract from substance; and as 
3 de is “in all things, and through all things, and round about all things,” there must 
be an inconceivably vast amount of substance, possessing the quality or attribute 
love, and all other qualities ascribed to God, oo | 

We can form some conception of the extreme minuteness of these all-powerful and 
all- wise atoms of substance, when we reflect that they are capable of being in and 
through all things. Now there are many solids, so dense that many millions of 
millions of particles are collected ina space not larger than a grain of mustard seed; 

' now the pores betwéen these particles must be still more minute than the particles 
a themselves ; therefore, the particles of that all wise substance, which is in and 

through all things, must be sufficiently minute to enter these extremely small pores, 
surrounding every atom, and pervading the whole mass, governing and controlling 
"| it according to fixed and definite laws. Does any one ask, what holds together the 
„ particles of a diamond or any other solid substance? we answer, it is the all-powerful 
eubstance which pervades it, penetrating every pore, and gathering, like an atmos- 
phere, around every atom, and forcing or pressing it towards every other atom, 
and thus producing the phenomenon attributed to cohesive attraction. Does 
any one inquire, what causes the atoms of oxygen and hydrogen to unite 
together in definite progestious, and with a certain degree of intensity in 
the formation of water? We reply, that it is this all-powerful substanee (called 
God) which is round about every atom of these two elements, (if indeed they 


ar + Ibid xiv, 23, 1 Doc. & Cov. p.p. 98, 99. 
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be elements,) and which presses them er with a fixed intensity, producing the 
phenomenon called chemical affinity. Does any one inquire what causes every 
atom of matter in the universe to press towards every other atom with a force vary- 
ing inversely as the square of the distance? We answer that it is God, or in other 
-words, it is this all-wise and all-powerful substance which envelopés, like an atmos- 
phere, every atom in the universe, and voluntarily and intelligently presses or moves 
every atom towards every other atom, varying the force according to a certain law 
of the distance, and producing all the phenomena ascribed to universal gravitation. 
Should it be inquired what produces the phenomena of repulsion? We answer 
that it is God, or in other words, those parts of His essence which are connecte 
with other substances and which causes them to recede from each othér; these all- 
wise, self-moving particles of matter, being round about every other particle, moves 
or presses them according to fixed laws, sometimes towards each other, as in case of 
gravitation, cohesion, and chemical affinity; and sometimes it moves them from 
-each other, as in case of substances, ch: with like electricities. If it be in- 
quired still further, what causes the variations of the intensity of the approaching 
and receding forces, as exhibited in different kinds of matter, as for instance, what 
causes some substances to have a greater tendency to 2 to or recede from a 
magnet than others? We answer, that it is God that dwells in all substances, pro- 
ducing all the variety of intensities—all the variety of forces—and all the variety of 
motions, that are generally ascribed to nature. It is this substance that crystalizes 
one kind of matter in one form, and another in another. It is this all-wise 
ding substance that moves the particles of matter into their 8 n the 
formation of a vegetable; and without it there could be no such thing as growth 
or organization. Without it there could be no such thing as the solidification oF 
liquifaction of masses of matter. Without it there could be no chemical combina- 
tions or cohesion of substances. Without it there could be no universal gravitation. 
All of the great laws of the universe are, not the laws of inert matter, but the laws 
of a self-moving, intelligent and powerful matter, possessing knowledge, goodness, 
‘love, and every other attribute that is good, and great, and useful. This substance 
acts of itself, and also acts upon all other matter. The motion of a falling body is 


just as much produced voluntarily by. intelligent, self-moving matter, as the motion 


of my hand in writing. The force that causes the particles of a piece of iron to 
adhere to each other, is the same force that causes the iron to sink in water; 
the force that causes iron to sink in water, is the same force that caused the axe to 


swim by the command of Elisha: it is an intelligent, Se force, and, therefore, 


‘ean vary from its usual mode of operation when it pleases. The swiming of iron is 
no more a miracle than the sinking of iron, they are both the effects of the same 


cause; one is called natural, because it is the usual mode by which this intelligent 


substance operates; the other is called miraculous, because the same intelligent 
substance deviates from its usual course, but both effects are miraculous to us, be- 


cause we de not understand the nature of a self-moving substance, any more than 


we understand the nature of the self-moving agent that moves the limbs of our 
‘body. The motion of my hand up and down is just as incomprehengible, and there- 
fore just as miraculous, as the motion of iron up or down in water, = 

en God performs a miracle by suspending a law of nature, he does so, not by 


acting at a distance from where the miracle is performed, but by the actual pre- 


sence of those parts of his essence which are in contact with the materials on which 


‘the miracle is performed. When Jesus made wine at the wedding feast, he did 


not do so by creating its elementary constituents out of nothing, but he performed 


the operation by combining the eloments already in existence. These elements wen 
not attracted nor pressed together by the direct operations of the person of tip 


Saviour, neither did they come together blindly nor ee by the power of 
‘his word, for the power of his word could not operate on unintelligent and uncon- 
scious materials, only through the medium of conscious and intelligent materials 
which are capable of understanding his word, and complying with it in the same 


‘Manner that one individual complies with the word of another; the atoms of the 


Spirit of God, being in connexion with all the elements of nature understood the 


word of Jesus, and in obedience to the same, they moved themselves and the sub- 
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standes With which thay wete in contact into ocimbination in the right proportio 
with e | amount of intensity to form wine; and thus 


steals was perf as simply and as intelligently by the voluntary o 
pine of the atoms of a ae substance inn the acts of any other intelligent 


en God causes the ag Ae ee grow—to bud—to blossom, and to put forth 
the j of whic 4 ple rocess converted into wine, he does 
germ, tions of the atoms of the Holy Spirit that exist in connexion with 
the . e atoms of the Holy Spirit move themselves and also other atom 
ith which they are in connexion into a state of organization in the form of a 
vine; it moves every particle into the right position sik the formation of the ina 
ches—the twigs—the leaves—the buds—the blossoms, and gn | other part: 
i} woves itself and such other substances as are necessary for the formation 
af; the skin, the seeds, and the juice of the berry, through the. proper channel and 
o the right position, And thus the process in manufacturing the juice of the 
through the organization of the grape vine, appears to be far more complica. 
and miraculous than the immediate combinations of. aati She elements into wine at 
the wedding feast. Mrs a uetion of wine juice thr the grape vine, though 
it, is more complicated and miraculous than the other method, is considered natural 
d not miraculous, because it is done through a law of nature which is common, 
rit were &common occurence for wine to be manufactured from water by t 
water pots,then would, because of its frequency, no more —— 
acle, but would be ted to a law of nature, and be ed natural; while, 
other hand, if wine: juice were manufactured only once in 6000 years througb 
i err. of a what simi it would be considered a great miracle. This man. 
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The Latter-dap Saints Mellenntal Star. 
| NOVEMBER 1, 1850. 

AgnivaL oF THE Great SALT Lake Vater Man. — We have just received 
despatches from Utah Territory,” containing news up to July 3lst. The Saints 
there, are prospering in a most wonderful manner; crops of every kind are very 
abundant: universal health prevails: many thousands of emigrants for the gold mines 
were passing through the valley, many of whom were being baptized with a desire 
of locating themselves in the Territory. A newspaper entitled “ Deseret News,” is 


being published weekly. We have received No. 7, and hope to receive a complete 
file soon. We shall publish the general news from that quarter in our next. 


— 


The following question was asked by one of our correspondents, WHEN Dm S- 
MT RIGDON HAVE THE FIRST INTERVIEW WITH JOSEPH SMITH, THE PROPHET ?” 

We answer, that Sidney Rigdon never saw Joseph Smith until December, 1830, 
the visit being prolonged into, January, 1831. These two persons had never been 
within two or three hundred miles of each other until that period. Elder P. P. 
Pratt, in speaking of this visit, represents it as taking place early in 1831. Some 
have supposed this statement to be incorrect in point of time, but it is strictly true: 
the visit commenced in December, and was prolonged into January. 


To Book Acrntrs.—Let, each of the sub-book agents immediately proceed to 
take a list of the names of all subscribers for the STAR in the respective branches 
of the church throughout Great Britain and Ireland, affixing opposite each sub- 
scriber’s name, the number of Stars of volume x11, which he agrees to take every 
two weeks, during the year 1851. And after having obtained the number of 
Stars wanted in each branch, let them report the same to the general agents of 
conferences. And the general agent of each conference should report the total 
number wanted in his conference to our office by the first day of December without 
fail. We wish to commence our next volume with a sufficient number to supply 
the demand during the year; this we can do, if your reports all reach us by the 
first of December. The president of each conferdnté should see that their sub- 
scription list does not fall below the quadruple number which they at present take, 
as we wish to maintain the Stak at its present cheap price; and it can only be done 
by the united exertions of the Saints. We shall forward to the general agent with 
each issue of the Stars a few placards, containing a table of contents, which will 
be useful for the various booksellers, stationers, &., where the Stars shall be ex- 
posed for sale. One or more of these placards should also be placed in the various 
halls and chapels, where the Saints meet for worship, so that strangers may know 
of our publications, and procure them, if they wiss. 


To THE Sanrrs.—I have just got out the Batts of Joseph and Hyrum Smith. I 
have thought the Saints might be desirous of gettitig a correct likeness of these 
two martyrs. I have felt very anxiius myself to obtain correct figures of the late 
Joseph and Hyrum Smith, and as I -was-ceming to this country, where artists are 
more talented than in the United States, L precured casts taken from their faces 
immediately after their death. I had also the: various drawings with me, which 
had been made while they were living; I secured the assistance of Elders Whee- 
lock and Qutler, both of whom were personally acquainted with them for years, 
to aid me with their judgment. 
The modeller, Mr. * of the first artists in England; he has taken 
the busts ‘of the Duke of Wellington, Lord Nelson, the Emperor of Russia, and 
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330 APPOINTMENT OF B. YOUNG TO GOVERNORSHIP OF UTAH. 


numbers of the principal nobility and gentry of this country. I felt desirous of 
having them well executed, and, therefore, personally superintended the modelling, 
and I know that in the general outline they are correct, and flatter myself that | 
have obtained as correct a Jikeness as is possible to be obtained at such a period 
‘from their death. i 
If after I return to the Valley any — * ean be suggested I shall re. 
Joice in them; however, I have used my best judgment to preserve the features, 
form and likeness, of those great and good men. ; 
There are two qualities; one is of the best quality of Plaster of Paris, the other 
“js made of a finer material than Plaster of Paris, and is, consequently, more expen. 


sive. 
Those of Plaster of Paris may be obtained bronzed or plain as the parties may 
choose, the price will be the same. | . | 
They are neatly executed, and will make a beautiful ornament for the chimney 
piece or library, and are of such a size as to be easily conveyed to the Valley. Let 
all orders be forwarded through the Book Agents, to Elder O. Pratt, who will 
“duly attend to them. I shall pay the carriage of them when the order amounts to 
four dozen. Any Branch 8 that quantity can have the package sent direct 
to them instead of receiving them through the general book agent of the conference. 
‘The boxes in which they are sent must be returned within nine days of their re- 
ception, or they will be charged for. | 5 N 
The carriers by whom you receive the packages will return the empty bexes 
CARRIAGE FREE, if returned within nine days. | : 
JoHN TAYLOR. 


We have seen the busts of Joseph and Hyrum executed for Elder Taylor by Mr. 
Gahagan, and consider the prices asked for them (viz: 3s. and 5s. retail, if we 
have been correctly informed,) very reasonable. We hope Elder Taylor will realize 
his expectations in 8, of them to the Saints, seeing he has been at such an 
amount of trouble and expense for their gratificaton. . 


‘APPOINTMENT OF BRIGHAM YOUNG BY THE PRESIDENT AND SENATE 
OF THE UNITED STATES TO THE GOVERNORSHIP OF THE TERRITORY 


OF UTAH. | 
Washington City, Oct. 3, 1850. 


Dear Brother,—Congress having established a territorial government for Utah, 
the President bas, with the advice and consent of the senate, appointed the following 
gentlemen to the offices annexed to their respective names :— 

Brigham Young. 


B. D. Harris, of Vermont. 
Chief Justice, 
Joseph Buffington, of Pennsylvania. 
Associate Justices, 
2 E. Brocchus, of Alabama, 
Zerubbabel Snow, of Ohio. 
| U. S. Attorney, 
Seth M. Blair, of Utah. 
| U. 8. Marshal, 
Joseph L. Heywood, of Utah. 
Congress having appropriated five thousand dollars for the purchase of a library 
for Utah (or Deseret), and having authorised the President to appoint an agent to 
make the selection and purchase of the books, his Excellency has thought proper to 
confer the appointment upon me. I shall leave here to-morrow, and after recruite 
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BAPTISMAL REGENBRATION, 331 
ag alittle enter upon its duties. I shall be pleased to bear from you, direct to the 
of Maw York. | 8 


In haste, I am, & c., 
E. Snow, Esq. Joun M. BERNHISEL. 


[Four out of the seven gentlemen are Latter-day Saints.— Ep.] 


BAPTISMAL REGENERATION, 


OR 
THE CONTROVERSY IN THE CHURCH OF ENGLAND. 
ay BY JAMES LINFORTH. | 
(Continued from our last.) 
et Having shown the difference of opinion which created the controversy, I shall 
il now make a few general remarks. 
0 
et 


7 


The Lord Chancellor, who has some nine hundred Crown livings in his gift, 
nominated the Rev. Mr. Gorham * to the Vicarage of Brampford Speke, in the 
Diocese of Exeter. But in consequence of a questionable book, which he had some 
time previously published, the Bishop of Exeter refused to countersign the testimo- 

rial that Mr. Gorham had “ not held, written, or taught anything contrary to the 

discipline and doctrine of the church.” On the contrary he stated his reason why 
he could not conscientiously do it. But this did not satisfy the Chaneellor, and he 
became urgent for Mr. Gorham’s institution, and induction was demanded. And 
here a remark: who ever heard in the Church of Christ of a lay authority demand- 
ing that a minister suspected of heresy should be placed over a flock of Christ’s 
followers, and that 8 being succumbed to? However, his lordship, the 
Bishop of Exeter, examined Mr. Gorham, and the answers, given in Star No. 19, 
page 289, were, among many others, elicited. These contain the principal heresy 
of Mr. Gorham; and for this heresy the bishop positively refused to institute him 
to the vicarage to which he had been nominated. 

Mr. Gorham, however, was not to be put back in this manner; he cited his 
bishop before what is termed the “ Court of Arches,” and Sir H. Jenner Fust, the 
Judge of that court, gave judgment for the bishop.t From this court appeal was 
I made to a higher one, the Judicial Committee of the Privy Council, consisting of 

law lords and retired judges, viz. : Lord Langdale, Lord Campbell (a Scotch Pres- 
byterian), Dr. Lushington, Mr. Vice-Chancellor Knight Bruce, Baron Park, Mr. 
Pemberton Leigh, and Sir E. Ryan. Now, notwithstanding the generally-admit- 
ed 1 and honesty of the British judges, I must say, I do not see the pro- 
priety of erecting such a council for the purpose of judging in ecclesiastical matters. 
Her Majesty summoned the Archbishops of Canterbury and York, and the Bishop 
of London to be present to “advise and assist; but as the matter was purely eccle- 
siastical, why not sammon a synod of bishops, who, if the Spirit of God rested upon 
them, would have been able to determine far more correctly upon the matter in 
question, than Law lords and retired judges.” I was conversing with a gentle- 
man of the law a few days since, and he strove to show me that the question in 
dispute was, whether Mr. Gorham’s or the bishop’s interpretation of an Article of 


* When I say Reverend, I wish it to be understood that I do not consider that the term 
is justly applied ; for I eannot consistently believe him to be a priest of the Most High, 
whose church I consider only a branch of apostate Christendom; therefore I do it only 
to let my readers know that he professes to be a clergyman. how can I consider 
him a minister of God at all, when his church does not believe in any spiritual grace or 
divine influence, being granted at the time of ordination. See Dr. Balguy, Dr. Hey, 
Bishop of Lincoln’s Elems. of Theol. vol H. pp. 376, 396. | 

+ I cannot but notice this plece of business, a priest citing his bishop before a lay tri- 

.  bunal, to show eause why he refused to permit him to efficiate among that portion of the 

, flock over whom he (the p)-had the watch care, while he supposed him to entertain 
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heretical opinions on a most essential point of doctrine! The Lord Jesus Christ made the 
Apostles and Elders the teachers of the law of the Church, and not lay members teachers of 
those whom he had placed in the church ag their spiritual directors. : 


* 
88 


of 

Ig, 3 
I 

od 5 

‘ 


392 REGENERATION: 


the Church of England was correct, and that, therefore, a lay tribunal was sufficient, 
and even the most appropriate for the purpose. But I contend that the minister; 
of Christ's church ought to be better able to say what is meant by any and all of 
her teachings than “law lords and retired judges ;” and admitting, for the sake of 
argument, that the Church of England is the Church of Christ, her ministers are 
better able and better qualified, to say what the 25th Article, and every other, 
means, than those who sat in judgment lately upon it.. The result of the appeal to 
this higher court was, that judgment was: given this time against the Bishop of 
Exeter, and for Mr. Gorham ; and the — upon which this court found their 
judgment, are as follows :—*‘ If there be any doctrine on which the Articles are 
silent or ambiguously expressed, so as to be capable of two meanings, we must sup. 
pose it was intended to leave that doctrine to private 2 unless the rubrics 
and the formularies clearly and distinetly decide it. If they do, we must conclude 
that the doctrine, so decided, is the doctrine of the Church. But on the other 
hand, if the expressions used in the rubrcis and the formularies are ambiguous, it is 
not to be concluded that the church meant to establish indirectly, as a doctrine, that 
which it did not establish directly, as such, by the Articles—the code avowedly 
made for the avoiding of diversities of opinion, and for the establishing of consent 
touching true religion. | 

Reader, do you not think the foregoing a fine specimen of legislation in spiritual 
matters? First, if the framers of the Thirty-nine Articles left anything ambigu- 
ously expressed, it is to be supposed that it was left to private judgmest to affix a 
meaning to it; this is the loop-hole for Mr. Gorham, and they court) have 
belped him through it nicely, and made it larger for the benefit of all others who 
may choose to think differently on any one point of doctrine, since the framers of 
the Articles left them that privilege. What gross blindness exists in the 
Ohurch of England and all Christendom! One church thinks and acts this way, 
another that ap: be and yet, they say, have we not Christ in our midst?” if they 
have not, they shortly will to their utter confusion and dismay. Secondly, they 
call the Articles the code avowedly made “ for the avoiding of diversities of opi- 
nions,” and yet say, “that Mr. Gorham’s doctrine may be contrary to the opinion 
of many learned and pious persons, contrary to the opinion which such 
persons have, by their own particular. studies, deduced from Holy Scripture— 
contrary to the opinion which they have dedaced from the usages doc. 
trines of the primitive church—or contrar to the opinion which they have deduced 
from uncertain and ambiguous 2 in the formularies.“ It appears, then, 
that the “code made for the avoiding of diversities of opinions” has been of little 
avail, and the court overlooks this, and orders Mr. Gorham to be instituted, which 
is done; and he is now Vicar of Brampford ee 1 2 

The Bishop of Exeter says, there is a canon which states the doctrine of bap- 
tism is sufficiently set down in the Book of Common Prayer,’ 20 be used at 
administration of the said Sacrament, as nothing can be to it that.is material or 

»’* and further states, “ the jadges virtually. say that there is no doctrine of 
baptism in those offices by which it is administered, Ti — aye erase that canon 
from the code of the church, they mum be content to hear that they have given 3 
judgment on grounds direetly contradictory to the law of the church. 1 Now, i 
this be the case, this court bas imposed upon the Church of England a doctrine, 
they have not held as a body heretofore; al gh, as a celebrated divine 2 says, it 
has existed in a state of solation, but has been, lately presented to a whieh 
has precipitated it, and it has now asanmed a concrete form, The church has 36. 
imposition, of the hene 
pains of ao chring ba. 


cepted it, none doro to raise thdit voices 
them. If it be not an heresy; hat an petring the been 
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the introduction of a clergyman among his flock, whom he believed to hold hereti- 


cal opinions, writes to the parishioners of Brampford Speke in these terms: —“ It 
bas been suggested, that I should advise you to seek in neighbouring churches that 
pure doctrine which it might be hopeless for you to expect to hear within your own 
church. But this, too, is a course which no sound churchman will, on due refleo- 
tion, recommend. Mr. Gorham is your appointed pastor, appointed and empowered 
by that high officer in the church, to whom its la vs have, under the special circam- 
stances of the case, transferred from me, your bishop, the right of institution, whe- 
ther he may have exercised that right faithfully or not, he bas exercised it validly ; 
and until Mr. Gorham shall, by due process, be ejected from the cure of souls to 
which he has been thus validly admitted, it would be a presumptuous invasion of 
his rights, and a‘sinful violation of the order of the church to advise you, his peo- 
ple, to separate themselves from his ministry.” Of course, after this, no one will 
say that his lordship does not recognise the heresy, and the respect which was once 
entertained for him, for his zeal in endeavouring to prevent the admission of an 
heretical teacher to a portion of his flock, must now vanish, after telling his (Mr. 
Gorham’s) parishoners not to forsake his ministry. Why does he not, if he believes 
Mr. Gorham to be a teacher of false doctrine, do as one he claims for his guide? 
viz., write to the people, and say, “he that transgresseth and abideth not in the 
doctrine of Christ hath not God: if any come unto you and bring not this doctrine 
receive him not into your house, neither bid him God speed, for he that biddeth 
him God ee is partaker of his evil deeds.”: Mr. Gorham is either right or 
wrong; and the optsion which has been engrafted into the Church of England is 
either right or wrong. If right, it shows they have all been egregiously ignorant 
for some centuries past. If wrong, they are bound one and all to reject it, and 
that forthwith, lest it soon become one with the other branches of the tree, and 
thus make their church more corrupt. 

At page 82, his lordship says, “ it was charitably hoped, doubtless, that such a 
judgment would leave things where they were before. It does not so on either 
side. Thore who were in error, it confirms in their special error as to Baptism; 
and teaches them a more extensive and dangerous error, that there is no certain 
truth to be had.” 

What an exact portraiture the bishop has bere drawn of the — and unin- 
spired character of that church over which he is a shepherd. If his church be in- 
spired.and fully eompetent to teach in all matters of faith as Jesus left the primi- 
tive church, I ask, why does she not decide upon this most important tenet, that her 
members may be able to obtain certain truth? It is only by truth, certain truth, 
that we can be expected to shape our conduct in matters of religion; for if we are 
guided only by wncertain truth, or more properly speaking, error, what better are 
we than the Mahomedans, the Chinese, or other people, professors of corrupt reli- 
gion and unéertain truth? for their opinions and doctrines are to them as appa- 
rently correct as our own are to us. 

It is necessary we should have truth, for Jesus said, Father, sanctify — 
through thy truth; thy word is trutb.“ But successive apostates from early times 
to the present, have ceased to teach truth, by “ bringing in damnable heresies, and 
denying the Lord that bought them,” which they do when.they baptize infants, for 
he has purchased them with his awn blood. Well might the prophet Isaiah say, 


gross darkness should cover the people.” ) 
Iwill not dwell longer upon the enormity of changing the doctrines of the church 


of Christ and the institution of man-made schemes, than to quote from two learned 
divines: I have already shown above, and sufficiently, that God has absolutely 
prohibited all men under severe denunciations,.and with terrible expressions of his 
aeger, either to form religious institutions, or to substitute their own institutions 
for his. Dr. Dwight, Sermon 106. 

“It is aedangerous thing in the service of God to deeline from his own institu- 
tions. We have to do with a power that is wise to prescribe his own worship, just 
to require what he hath prescribed, and powerful to revenge that which he hath 
not required. Bp. Hall's Contemplations. 

To be continued.) 


— = 


* 
75 


bis 
8 2 


| 


_ ployed; and now, one gale of the tempest brings to naught all our endeavours; has 


| 
DREADFUL TORNADO—DESTRUCTION OF THE TEMPLE WALLS. : 
l 
(From the Hancock Patriot.) 
I 
Tue dreadful tornado on May 27th, which invaded the city of Nauvoo and neigh. I : 
bouring places, has been for us, Jearians, (little accustomed to such revolutions is 
the atmosphere, ) a s cle of frightful sublimity, and also a source of mortal an. 
guish, on account of the disasters and catastrophes which have resulted from it, to 
the inhabitants of this county, and to us. | d 
We do not know, what calamities have happened those we like to consider as our t 
compatriots and fellow citizens ; we wish with all our heart, they have not suffered 
s0 much havoc and loss as we, and that they may have no more individual accident, t 
to deplore than in our county, for with the exception of some who were very badly n 
frightened, our great family have sustained no personal injury. 
ere are some particulars of what has happened to us during that storm; in its t 
first blow which been the most fatal to us, and every one will certainly think I + 
so when they know, that part of the temple walls was immediately blown to the Ii p 
ground. The Temple, which we were preparing so asetively and resolutely to re. 
build; the temple which we hoped to cover this year; and in which we were to 
settle our refectories, our halls of reunion, and our schools; that it is the temple; d 
that gigantic monument, which has become the first victim of the tornado. vi 
How many projects are buried under those. heaps of rubbish! How much out. 
lay, and days of hard labor has been lost to us! It was for that magnificent edifice 
to again give a soul to that great body, a — the north pinerie 
has just bought all the great e for its rebuilding; it is for it, that we 
were adding a saw machine to the mill, and establishing a vast shed, to shelter our 
labourers; in a word, it was for it that all our efforts and strength has been em- 


‘violently ended what incendiary had n in October, 1848, and what union fro. 
ternity tried to repair in 1850. We resign without murmuring to that catastrophe. 
Our masons occupied in the interior part of the temple, and who had sought re. 
fuge in one of the lateral cells at the moment of the storm, were spectators in peril 
of that terrible drama. They had scarce entered the shelter they had chosen » 
the nearest, when in the middle of the claps of thunder, a whirl of wind, rain and 
hail, rushed with impetuosity against the north side of the edifice with overwhelm. de 
ing force; it detaches the materials, shakes, moves that mighty mass of stone, the ou 
height of which farnish so much hold to his efforts, and the resistance of which has A 
docking but to augment its strength and fury; and our brothers, sheltering agains r 
the south wall, see the north face yielding under the powerful pressure of the tem. 
pest, tremble and incline before them. “Friends, we are lost!” exclaimed one d nit 
them, and at the same moment the immense wall ran down under their eyes witch? tir 
horrid crash !! 
However, by a sort of miracle, those eight men, who thought themselves certain I Vo 
all crushed, saw enormous rocks falling at their feet without being struck by them. i th 
Bat the wall which has fallen was considered, with that of the west, as the mos 
solid; bereft of its support, shaken by its falling, the two others doubtless are al 
going to fall. Let us get out of this, let us run, and our brothers, leaving thet 
angerous shelter, flee through dust, rubbish and dreadful whirlwind, which cause 
the walls to reel above their heads; from wreck to wreck they attain at length the 


exterior, they are in security :—One who had not followed his comrades, caused to Hi 


us, and 5 ly his wife, a moment of cruel anguish; but many of us, notwith- 
standing the violence of the storm, went to his research, and he was soon discoyered 7 
safe and sound. | lan 

After the temple, the roof of one of our habitations was taken off, and a part of 8 
the outer walls fell into the first story, where lodged one of our families composed per 
EE — of th ho, during the had departed ot 

ne of the members of the gerance who, during the storm, . on 

horseback to go and see in all — if any accidents had happened tha b 
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uired immediate assistance, soon returned toannounce that the wash-house had been 

almost instantaneously overflowed by the waters of the creek, and those engaged 

inside were obliged to go out through the windows; also at the schools, the mill, 

the flatboats, the farms, &c., more or less damage and loss had been sustained, but 

no nal injury was to be deplored; and it was a great consolation for us all, 

gh. vod particularly for our president, Mr. Cabet, whose paternal solicitude, and pre- 
gence of mind on that day, was submitted to a hard experiment. 

In the evening, the special men having been consulted about the firmness of 
„% what remained of the temple, and their opinion being that the walls yet standin 
did not offer sufficient security to rebuild, tbe next morning the gerance submitte 
the following questions to the General Assembly :— | 

Must we expect the spontaneous falling of the east and south walls, which are 
threatening to tumble? No! unanimously, for their fall happening accidentally 
might cause some accident, probably among the curious strangers. _ 

Must we demolish stone by stone, to have them good for future use? No, was 
the unanimous response, for that operation would offer almost certain danger to 
to the demolishers; and community esteems the life of her members more than 
pecuniary profits. | 

‘Those questions being decided, it was discussed which would be the safest, and 
quickest way of taking down. A proposition being made, the work was imme- 
diately commenced, and in a few hours, by the intelligent and courageous endea- 
vors of our laborers, the walls of the east and south, went to join that of the north. 

And now there remains nothing of that gigantic work of the Mormons, except 
the west face, strongly united by its sides to another wall in the interior part, and 
surmounted by an arch; between the two walls at the north and south are the two 
towers or seat of the staireases. eo : 

Though the 27th of May is to us a day of disaster, as the inundation and devas- 
tation of our lodgements; the waste of our crops; and, above all, the irrepairable 
fall of the temple, which changes our plans for this year; nevertheless, this day of 
misfortune that would cause the ruin and despair of a partieular man reduccd to his 
own strength, has not shaken our courage or hopes. It is that our association, 
which by its system of solidarity, renders the losses less sensible by dividing them, 
increases a hundred times by its collective power, the way of repairing or softening 
the calamities. : | 

To our little communitary colony—strong by its organization—by the confi- 
dence of its members, by the benevolent support of the surrounding inhabitants, 
our little colony, directed by the intelligence and the devotion of its venerable Pre- 
sident, Cabet, will not proceed by it less resolutely, to the accomplishment of her 
great work—the reign of Universal Fraternity. 

In regard to the re-construction of the temple, the colony have come to no defi- 
nite determination as yet, whether they will use the old foundation or adopt an en- 
tirely new plan. But be that plan what it may, they will take immediate steps for 
the erection of a new building on the same square that will be an ornament to Nau- 
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A NEW PSALM. 


Sing aloud, O ye Saints of the most She sitteth in graceful dignity, and com- 
High, sing together of the majesty and ex- mandeth on the tops of the mountains, and 
cellency of Zion. waveth the destinies of nations. 

Sing the songs of Zion in the strange Life and power are her boast, she trusteth 
land of your nativity. in the Lord ef Hosts; the God of battles 

Sing aloud of her endurance and pros- fighteth her enemies. 
perity. Kiches and honour are her gifts, her trea- 

For her glorious light shineth to the ende sury is the everlasting hills. 
of the earth, her brightness putteth to The lion of the Lord is her chieftain, her 
shame the sun in his strength. terrible one, chosen and anointed for ever. 
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PSALM. 335 


